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*What victories can you share about things 
that happened outside of the classroom?

*How can UC better understand your world, 
responsibilities, and challenges?

*Which of your involvements show 
leadership, consistency, and commitment?



I am the editor for the school newspaper 
Try:  Editor of International Column, School Newspaper
Responsible for brainstorming, revising, and supervising articles by other writers for my column.

**Emphasize tangible, measurable impact. 
Whom did your activity help? How many people? How much money did you raise?
Instead of: Raised money for children in Africa.
Try: Raised $3,000 to provide three uniforms and scholarships for students attending the Joseph Waweru Home School in Kenya: 
http://www.exop.org/home_school.html

**Use active verbs to explain what you actually did (list your tasks).
Instead of: Worked at a clinic doing different things.
Try: Organized patient diagnosis notes, sterilized tools for surgeries, assisted with x-ray analysis.
 Want an epic list of verbs? Click here.

**To fit in more info: use lists, don’t use complete sentences, cut extra words.
Instead of: I raised money to donate to a school in Ghana in Africa by selling t-shirts and bracelets.
Try: Arranged advertising events, organized fundraisers, and gave presentations at school meetings.

 **Use the present tense if it’s something you still do.
Instead of: I helped tour visitors around the campus and presented some information on school history and student life.
Try: I give campus tours, providing info on school history, student activities, boarding life.
 
 **Aim for variety in your list, making sure your verbs aren’t redundant.
Instead of: Instructing, helping, teaching children tennis (how are these three different?)
Try: Instructing in proper technique, while imparting lessons in sportsmanship, health and integrity.

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GUdVkGmF00nR5wftYYZ5hJJjupvQFZKL/view?usp=sharing


Childcare, Babysitter

(250 characters) 

Independent babysitting service. Hired by local parents, teachers, or family. Regular babysitting jobs at 14 separate households in 
the Chicago suburbs. Services are advertised on several local list serves and safesitter.com for interested families. (250 
characters)

What did you do? (350 characters)

Worked 3-5 days/wk taking care of two children, ages 1 and 3. Responsibilities included feeding, transporting, and regulating 
bed times. Took care of children 4-6 hours each day. Learned value of patience, self-reliance, and time management. Provided 
authority, structure, and stability for toddlers. Gave parents time to relax and focus on work. (347 characters)

Jones-Davis High School Student Store, Manager/Cashier 

(250 characters) 

Provides office supplies, school textbooks, snacks, meals, drinks, and branded school gear for purchase. 100-150 items sold each 
day and profits given to the administration for school improvement projects like a new community garden. (233 characters)

What did you do? (350 characters)

Developed student store policies, reviewed resumes, and hired accordingly. Announced new gear arrivals and communicated 
financial updates to student body Treasurer. Worked twice a week as cashier. Coordinated a project the Environmental Club 
publicize details about how much methane was released in the production of each food item. (333 characters)


